Clinical guideline development for otitis media: a report on methodology.
Clinical guideline development is a major emphasis of recent health policy efforts. Interest in clinical guidelines is the result of multiple factors, including economic pressures and the desire to achieve a baseline level of practice in clinical settings. Guidelines have always been of fundamental importance in medicine. This article will discuss the place clinical guidelines have in contemporary practice and the difficulties encountered in the process of developing a meaningful guideline for managing otitis media with effusion.